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On Feb. 9, 17 piglets were born in the small animal barn at 
the high school, and on the following day, 12 more piglets were 
born. Students in teacher Beth Eggleston’s classes were able to 
witness the event.

“We had a little scare the first morning because a few of the 
piglets got out from under the heat lamp. Luckily, we were able 
to find them in time and warm them up,” Eggleston said.

Throughout the year, students in Eggleston’s classes have 
raised chickens, rabbits, and a lamb. Now, the students are 
caring for pigs. Each day, students feed and water the animals 
and clean their pens when necessary.

“I love being in Mrs. Eggleston’s veterinary science class 
because there were no classes like it at my old school, and 
I love being able to interact with the animals,” senior Blue 
Randall said.

 When the piglets were born, students set up heat lamps, 
cut the umbilical cords on the piglets and learned to clip their 
teeth so that the mother would be more comfortable when 
feeding the piglets. Students were also able to dock the piglets’ 
tails, give them shots, and notch their ears. 

“Vet Science is a very hands-on class. It’s a very different 
way of learning, but it is a lot of fun,” senior Hannah Scott said.

The pigs that Eggleston is raising with the help of her 
students will be given to FFA participants, who will show and 
sell the pigs at the Shiawassee and Clinton county fairs during 
the summer.

“Victor 4-H’s swine group is really helpful because they 
assist the FFA students throughout the year,” Eggleston said. 

The FFA members keep the pigs on school grounds 
throughout the year because of the extra space it gives them. 
The members have a chore chart and they split feed costs. In 
addition, the FFA students take classes that teach them about 
the proper nutrition and care to give their animals. 

Baby pigs contribute to hands-on 
learning experiences for students
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Juniors prepare to 
take the ACT test

The ACT test is arguably the most important test 
that students will take throughout their high school 
career. The score received on this test contributes to 
many very important and life-changing educational 
factors, including things such as scholarships and 
college acceptance.

“The ACT test is obviously very important, and 
there is a lot of emphasis placed on it,” principal 
Brian Doepker said. 

There are many different ways to prepare for the 
ACT test, including a multitude of websites and 
books.

“I plan on getting an ACT book and at least 
studying some. It’s really important, and I want to be 
ready,” junior Hellene Schafer said.

This year, the high school arranged a special hour-
long PACK session every Thursday in February for 
juniors to prepare for the test, which they will take 
on March 3.

“I would advise juniors to get some studying 
in before the big day. Feeling prepared is really 
important, and students who feel confident tend to 
do better on the test,” Doepker said.

Some seniors advise the juniors to not over-stress 
about the ACT test.

“The most important advice I think I can give is to 
just not worry about it. You obviously need to care, 
but don’t let yourself get super worked up before the 
test. It’s just a test, and if you don’t like your score, 
you can always retake it,” senior Sam Cozik said.

Other seniors urge juniors to take the test 
seriously.

“I honestly didn’t realize how important the test 
was until after I took it. I barely even thought about it 
until the day of, and I was so nervous. I would make 
sure that you’re prepared for it, and make sure that 
you stay calm before and during it,” senior Justine 
Darr said.

Juniors are beginning to think about the rapidly-
approaching ACT more and more by the day.

“It’s really sneaking up on us. I need to really crack 
down and start studying for it. I’m going to make sure 
that I’m not anxious before it. I think feeling like I’m 
going to do well is going to help me do well,” junior 
Kim Bowman said.

Staff and seniors who have already taken the test 
agree that if juniors consider the advice given by 
others, performing well on the ACT is more than 
possible.

“I know everyone’s obviously going to be nervous, 
and even though it’s important, it’s still just a test,” 
Doepker said. “Just study, get a good night’s sleep 
the day before, and eat a good breakfast the day off. I 
know that the students here are all intelligent and are 
capable of doing great.”

1. Senior Chandler Wright spends time with the piglets and other animals in the small animal barn almost every morning. The day before the 
piglets were born, Wright and senior Brandon Lowell stayed in the barn with the sows nearly all night to make sure the pigs were born safely. 
2. One of the piglets, Spot, poses for the camera. Six of the baby pigs were lost, leaving Spot as one of the remaining 23 piglets. “It’s sad 
that some of the piglets didn’t make it, but it is just part of life,” junior Karlie Stevenson said.
3. Senior Nicole McAvoy loves spending time with the piglets. “The baby pigs are so adorable,” McAvoy said. The goats located in Eggleston’s 
small animal barn are expected to have babies in about a week, and McAvoy can’t wait to help with this project in addition to the piglets.
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